INTRODUCTION.                                        Til

all that is held sacred in different systems is combined. By
such teaching Krishna succeeds in dispelling Arjuna's despon-
dency ar.-l in giving him a higher idea of the nature of the
force acting through him, though for the time being it is
manifesting itself as a distinct individual. He overcomes Arjuna's
disinclination to fight by analysing the idea of self, and
showing that the man is in error, who thinks that he is
doing this, that and the other. When it is found that what
he calls "I" is a sort of fiction, created by his own ignorance, a
great part of the difficulty has ceased to exist. He further
proceeds to demonstrate the existence of a higher individuality,
of which Arjnna had no previous knowledge. Then he points
out that this individuality is connected with the Logos. lie
furthermore expounds the nature of the Logos and shows that
it is Parabrahm. This is the substance of the first eleven or
twelve chapters. In those that follow Krishna gives Arjuna
further teaching in order to make him firm of purpose ; and
explains to him how, through the inherent qualities of Prakriti
and Purusha, all the entities have been brought into existence.

It is to be observed that the number eighteen is constantly
recurring in the Mahabharata, seeing that it contains eighteen
Parvas, the contending armies were divided into eighteen army-
corps, the battle raged eighteen days, and the book is called by
a name which means eighteen. This number is mysteriously
connected with Arjuna. I have been describing him as man,
but even Parabrahm manifests itself as a Logos in more ways
than one. Krishna may be the Logos, but only one particular
form of it. The number eighteen is to represent this particular
form, Krishna is the Logos that overshadows the human
Ego and his gift of his sister in marriage to Arjuna typifies the
union between the light of the Logos and the human monad.
It i$ worthy of note that Arjuna did not want Krishna to fight